ALL-IRELAND CHAMPIONSHIPS 2010 - Report by Eoin Adams

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Kenny Beggs retained his Irish Open and Veteran titles in Dunmurry today, beating southern challengers in Mark Farrell, and Nicky Moore respectively.

The Irish players chose the cameraderie of their local circuit over the controversy of the world game in holding their championships the weekend of another tournament in southern Germany. Mark Farrell saw his crosswater experience pay off in his first event as a seeded player, beating organiser Eoin Adams 6-0 in the first game, maintaining his hoodoo over the Yorkshire player.

Most games went according to plan, apart from Nicky Moore's upset defeat of his brother John, but unfortunately for Nicky, proved to be similar to the Swiss-Spanish world cup game, in that it never affected qualification. Andrew Morrison qualified from Group A behind top seed Beggs, while Adams put back his early upset to come second in group C, defeating the other 3 players in the group.

Quarter finals nearly saw a very big upset with U19 player Peter Morrison holding Kenny to 2-2 before narrowly losing on shots. The Ulster veteran has made a habit in recent years of struggling through his quarter-final before finding things a lot easier in later rounds. Mark Farrell, John Moore and Barry Spence were the other winners, Barry maintaining his record of eliminating Eoin nearly every year with a late goal to win 1-0

It was clear from the Semi draw that we would have a North-South final. The first game pitted top two ulster seeds together, Kenny beating Barry 2-0 in the end. The second semi was closer with Mark Farrell defeating his fellow Dubliner John Moore 2-1 after extra time.

Kenny was still on top form for the final, beating his southern opponent 3-1 after taking a 3 goal lead, just as he did in the veteran final against Nicky Moore. In the U19 event Peter Morrison ended his junior career just as he began 6 years ago, by winning the title, this time against Adam Scullion. Adam got to two finals on the day, going down to Alistair Morrison in the plate.

Thanks to everyone for taking part, especially newcomer father and son team Dean and Lewis Jones, very refreshing to see eliminated players stay behind and play friendlies instead of heading on home. The next Irish circuit event will take place in the next couple of months, and all players are welcome, from N.Ireland, Republic of Ireland and further afield.

********************

(Report by Eoin Adams)

